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The Hunter coal rush continues unabated with a small Sydney-based mining company pushing forward with plans for another underground coalmine near Denman. 
The Company, Coalworks is headed by former CSIRO Chemical Engineer Dr. Andrew Firek, who said yesterday that its Ferndale exploration area could become an operating mine by 2016.
Coalworks listed on the stock exchange in June 2008 and has a 90 per cent share in the Ferndale Project, which has an exploration licence for 3472 hectares of land about six kilometres south-west of Denman.
Documents lodged with the state government show Coalworks intends drilling at leave 30 test bores in its first stage of exploring the various coal seams. 
Coalworks said it had a target of 60 million to 85 million tonnes of coal from the Ferndale seams, with thermal and coking coal suitable for underground mining and export from Newcastle. 
Production rates of 2 million to 5 million tonnes a year would give the mine a life of up to 20 years, with a workforce of about 100.


